
Coexisting with 

OWLS

Nocturnal and mostly solitary

Owls sleep during the day and come 
out to hunt at night. Barn owls may live in 
small family groups but most owl species 
in Malawi live alone. Owls eat rats, mice, 
insects, and sometimes small birds.

Owls are a part of a healthy ecosystem

If you have an owl in your garden or 
around your house, it means your yard is 
sustaining life. Owls eat rodents that may 
otherwise be coming into your house. 

Usually shy and not aggressive

While owls have a sharp beak and talons, 
they are only dangerous to the rodents 
that they hunt for food. They do not attack 
humans and would prefer to avoid people. 

Global distribution

Barn owls, like the ones commonly found 
around Lilongwe, are found on every 
continent except Antarctica. This makes 
them one of the world’s most widely 
distributed animals! 

Surprising tenants

Barn owls can often be found living in old 
buildings, like barns and storage sheds, 
giving them their name. They are also 
perfectly at home living in urban areas, 
unlike other owl species. 

Combined distribution of three species of barn owls

Owls may have a problematic 
reputation, but it is all a bit unfair, really. 
Owls are not aggressive and they play 
a very important role in the ecosystem, 
helping control pests around our homes 
and farms.



Block access to roof and attic spaces

Owls will take the opportunity to nest 
anywhere dark and warm. This makes roof 
cavities the perfect home. To ensure they 
don’t decide to nest in your roof, block all 
access holes.

Avoid using rat baits

If you see owls living around your home 
there is no need for rat baits and poisons. 
The average barn owl family can eat 1,300 
rats per year! 

Protect trees

Owls need trees to survive. If we plant trees 
around our homes and look after existing 
trees, owls will have no reason to seek 

shelter in roofs.

Help out fledglings

When owls are first learning to fly, they are 
clumsy and unskilled. During this stage 
they may spend time on the ground under 
their home tree. The parent birds will still be 
around and feeding them. The best thing 
you can do is give the new family space 
and keep domestic pets away. 

If the little owl is in a risky spot you can 
gently place it in the lower branches of the 
tree. Watch from afar once dusk falls. If you 
see the parent birds return then the chick is 
safe. If no parent birds are in sight and the 
chick is in danger, please call the Wildlife 
Rescue hotline below.

Owls are a protected species under 
Malawi’s National Parks and Wildlife Act.

Ways to live happily with 

OWLS

Wildlife Rescue Hotline +265 88 4488 999 / +265 99 8597 938 	        www.lilongwewildlife.org/coexistence

https://wa.me/265884488999
https://www.lilongwewildlife.org/coexistence/


Kuyanjana (kukhalira limodzi) ndi 

AKADZIDZI

Akadzidzi otchedwa (barn owls)

Akadzidzi akhoza kukhala ndi 
khalidwe losawutsa, koma sichoncho. 
aKadzidzi savutitsa ndipo amagwira 
ntchito yotamandika ya chilengedwe. 
Kuthandiza kuti mmanyumba mwathu 
musakhale makoswe ndi zilombo zina. 

Usiku komanso pawokha

Akadzidzi amagona masana ndipo 
amasaka zakudya usiku. Akadzidzi 
otchedwa (barn owls) amakhala maanja 
ango’noang’ono mmagulu awo koma 
mitundu ina ya akadzidzi muno mu Malawi 
imakonda kukhala pawokha. Akadzidzi 
amadya makoswe, mbewa, tizilombo 
komanso nthawi zina mbalame zing’ono 
zong’ono.

Akadzidzi ndi mbali imodzi ya 
chilengedwe

Ngati muli ndi akadzidzi mmunda 
mwanu kapena pafupi mnyumba yanu, 
zikutanthauza kuti mukuthandiza kupititsa 
moyo patsogolo. aKadzidzi amadya 
mbewa, makoswe omwe angathe kulowa 
mnyumba mwanu. 

Ali ndi manyazi komanso alibe 
chisokonezo

Akadzidzi sabweretsa chisokonezo kwa 
anthu, iwo amakonda kutalikira anthu, 
ngakhare ali ndi milomo komanso 
zikhadabo zosongoka alibe chiopsezo 
chilichonse. 

Ali pa Dziko lonse

Akadzidzi monga omwe amapezeka 
mu Boma la Lilongwe, mtundu wake 
womwewu umapezekanso padziko 
lonse kupatula ku Antarctica. Izi nzomwe 
zimapangitsa kuti akadzidzi akhale zimodzi 
mwa mbalame zopezeka pa dziko lonse.

Kukhalitsa pamalo

Akadzidzi amapezeka ndi kukhala 
mnyumba zakale, mmakola ndi malo 
osungila katundu. Komanso amapezeka 
mma tawuni, koma mitundu ina ya 
aKadzidzi siimapezeka mmalowa.



Tchingani denga ndi malo ena

Akadzidzi amapeza mpata wokhazikika 
pomwe pali mdima komanso potentha. 
Malo awo abwino amakhala madenga. 
Kuti muwonetsetse asaike maziko 
mmadenga, tsekani mabowo onse.

Pewani kugwiritsa ntchito matchera a 
makoswe

Mukaona akadzidzi akukhara pafupi ndi 
nyumba yanu, palibe chifukwa chokhalira 
ndi matchera kapena mankhwara a 
poyizoni. Mulingo wokwanira wa banja 
la akadzidzi (barn owls) limatha kudya 
makoswe okwanila 1,300 pa chaka.

Samalani Mitengo

Akadzidzi amafuna mitengo kuti akhale ndi 
moyo. Ngati tidzala mitengo panyumba 
pathu ndi kusamalira ndie kuti aKadzidzi 
sangafune kubisala mdenga lanyumba 
yathu.

Mmera mpoyamba

Pamene akadzidzi akuphunzira kuwuluka 
amalephera, komanso kukhala wopanda 
luso. Panthawi iyi amakhala pansi pa 
mtengo. Kholo lake limakhala pafupi 
kudyetsera khandalo.

Chofunikila chomwe mungachite 
ndikupeleka mpata komanso zoweta 
zonse zisayandikile. Ngati mwana wa 
kadzidzi ali pa chiwopsezo mutha kupeza 
malo abwino ku nthambi zina zamtengo 
ndikumusungirapo. Kukada mutha kuima 
chapatali kuti muwone. Mukawona 
make wabwelera ndie kuti mwanayo 
watetezeka. Ngati make sanabwelere 
ndiye kuti mwana ali pa chiwopsezo, 
awuzeni abungwe la Lilongwe Wildlife 
Centre akuthandizeni. 

Akadzidzi ndi mtundu wanyama ndi 
mbalame zotetezedwa ndi Boma pansi 
pa National Parks and Wildlife Act of 
Malawi.

Njira zoyanjanilana ndi  

AKADZIDZI
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